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WHY IS A DOG AND CHILD A
GOOQOD IDEA?

A dog can be a good Dogs teach kids all F)og has positive Petting and Research .
partner for a child in about responsibility impact on the cuddling an results c_onﬂrm
: and allow them to physical and animal can that having a
exploring the world TN e emotional reduce feelings dog reduces a
and help manage ey development of a | of anxiety and child's feeling 4
i e ' of loneliness. 3
behavioural problems. intelligence over child, regardless stress . ‘
of the age. s

time.




WHO IS AN AUTHOR? &

- :

® Since the age of 12, Renata dreamed of publishing | =
her own novel to raise money for dog and children’s |
charities.

® Her idea was to explore how the world, and our lives, L.
would look through the perspective of a dog
searching for a home against the backdrop of World
War |l.

® The book itself has an educational purpose - it
presents the relationship between humans and
animals.




ABOUT THE BOOK & PROJECT

"Hector, A Dog’s Story" is a moving
story about what is really important
in life and what values we should
follow in our lives.

The story begins during World War The book deals with difficult topics in
Il and is told from the perspective children’'s literature, including death,
of a dog. god, loss, friendship and abandonment.

Close cooperation with well-known

The author consulted psychologists American editor, Mary Kole.

Colorful illustrations designed by and gathered feedback from parents .
S - and children, as well as animal lovers, Story is supported by 11
award-winning Indonesian illustrator. organizations, including seven

charity foundations



https://marykole.com/

KEY NUMBERS

PATRONAGE OF 11
ORGANIZATIONS,
INCLUDING 7
CHARITY
FOUNDATIONS
(ANIMAL AND
CHILDREN'S).

SINCE ITS
PREMIERE IN
AUGUST 2020,
THE BOOK IS
READ IN OVER 15
COUNTRIES ON 5
CONTINENTS

OVER 30
PUBLICATIONS
ABOUT THE
BOOK IN UK &
INTERNATIONAL
PRESS

THE BOOK IS
AVAILABLE IN
OVER 16

LIBRARIES IN
POLAND & UK

POSITIVE
REVIEWS FROM 8
LEADING BOOK
BLOGGERS
WORLDWIDE.

SALE OF

OVER 500 :
BOOKS BY :
SELF-
PUBLISHING




THEY WROTE ABOUT BOOK

h 1!.5 DOG — BIG PERSONALITY!
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THE BOOK IS PART OF DOG'S
MENTORING PROGRAM FOR
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Log in -
46 WESTMINSTER =
J -
chi/drer’s
® 1
Book for children: Hector, A Dog's Story
Home Home >> For Children and Parents >> Book for children: Hector, A Dog's Story
A .= Hector a Dog's Story: must-read educational book for children about dog's feelings '
Bou t r:'l';n Beautiful tale of a puppy’s love, friendship and search for happiness, set against the grey reality of the Second World War. b
S
= For Author Renata Kaminska launched the educational book for children Hector, A Dog’s Story that passes

taboo of difficult topics in children literacy and presents world through animals’ eyes. The book is

already read in 15 countries on 5 continents. To the author's joy, it collects positive feedback from both
small and older readers.
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¢tam, chyba stracilem przytomnosé. Kiedy
¢ lezalem w jakims domu w koszyku na
iej i ladnie pachnacej poduszce.

tato! - krzyknela dziewczynka
schanie! - odezwal si¢ jakis mezczyzna.

owal mi przed oczami. Czulem si¢ senny i
edzialem, gdzie jestem i co si¢ dzieje. Moze

pomyslatem. Jesli tak, to znaczy, ze zaraz
na i Paristwem Trap. Tak bardzo sig ciesz¢, 7e
ny i bedziemy wszyscy razem. Jestem tutaj,
7 mnie wezwal. Tylko kiedy to bylo? Nic nie
typominam sobie, by kto$ mnie wolal, kiedy
Pamigtam tylko jakies $wiatlo, pociag i tur:
g méwil tak cicho, ze zagluszyl go pociag?
my jestem tu, wigc musialem go uslyszel

30 i chyba znéw opadlem z sil

59

Hektor, psia opowies¢

tylko pokazuje, 7e jego historia jest dla niego
i gdyby mégl, to wymazalby ja z pamigci. Dla
starala si¢ go o nic nie wypytywad, tylko doce
jest teraz. Bardzo jej zalezalo, by czul jej glebol
oraz odnalazt w niej oparcie. Chciala mu zaof
ktorg kiedys odrzucil Rex.

Po obchodzie przez sklepy tradycyjnie po
runku laki. Kiedy przechodziliémy przez ulice
wyjechal samochéd. Pamigtam wszystko trc
mgle. Zobaczylem nagle $wiatla, a potem u
opon i jakie$ uderzenie. Krecilo mi si¢ w glowic
gdzies wirowala mi Mama, a w tle slyszalem
bylo jak we snie.

- Hektor! Uwazaj!

- Co? Mamo!

- Aaaaaaaaaaaa...! Hauuu!!

- Hau, hau. Mamo!

- Markizo, uwazaj! - krzyknal Oskar.

- Mamo, mamo, obudz sig!

Przez chwile stalem jak wryty i nie moglet
chu. Zaczalem si¢ rozglada¢, gdy nagle dotarto
przed chwily stalo. Szybkim ruchem podbieg
ktora lezala nieruchomo na ulicy

- Mamo, co ci jest? Powiedz cos!

~ Nic, synku. Tylko e sig czuje.

Hektor, psia opowiesc

cita oko do Mini, a nastgpnie klepnela mnie lekko
0,0 co jej chodzilo. Czy cheiala mi w ten sposob
nienia, 7e powinienem porozmawiaé z Mini? W
nie. Moze ona bedzie wiedziala cos wigcej 0 Bogu
1s2. W koficu dusze jej rodzicow tez odlecialy
krzyknat Oskar.

hodzi? - spytala kotka Lu

isz, 7¢ powinniémy pokazaé panience nasz dom?
asz racig.

arkizo - zaprosil serdecznic Mameg

Hektor, chodz tu natychmiast

wesolym glosem odpowiedzialem Mamie.

sig. ze po tylu godzinach w kosicu znajdziemy
Jomu. Wyobrazalem sobie, 7e musi by¢ bardzo
4y ma w nim swoja osobna sypialnie i wszyscy
i3 si¢ w salonie. To bylo takie logiczne, skoro
m tyle zwierzakow. Szczerze - nie moglem si¢
naszego nowego domu.

kilka przecznic, az w konicu doszlismy do jakie-
budynku wygladajacego jak fabryka albo jakaé

! To nasz dom — wytlumaczyl pies o imieniu

iektor, psia opowiesc

regos dnia si¢ obudze, a on bedzie staé nade
sig. Cigzko mi bylo pogodzi¢ sig z tym, ze
apomnial

ele Mamy odkryli, 7e jest w ciazy, nie byli w
ptowaé. Wiedzieli bowiem, 7 szczeniak nie
1ego psa z rodowodem. Obawiali si¢ reak-
iych, plotek, a przede wszystkim nie chcieli
wychowania kundla. Dlatego oddali Mame
1d - na szczescie - zabralo ja i otoczylo wia-

tenstwo Trapow.

lo si¢ na tyle szybko, ze niewiele pamigtam
dyny obraz, ktéry wcigz mam przed oczami,
1ace z oczu Mamy i oddalajgcy si¢ bialy dom
n. Potem juz tylko cisza i dluga droga. Nie
» jak wygladalo schronisko, ani tego, jak si¢
Jie pamigtam, czy traktowali nas tam dobrze
jakiché przyjaciol. Z jakiego$ powodu mam
lowie.

za szczedliwea, ze mieszkalem w domu
Byli to starsi ludzie, ktérzy nie mieli wla
hali mnie i dbali o mnie jak o swojego syna.
©0 najzamozniejszych, ale mimo to starali si¢
< najlepsze warunki, Zawsze moglem liczyé
¢ i cieply posilek. Zimg za$ pozwalali nam
:by$my nie zmarzli w drewnianej budzie.
dzo radosnymi ludzmi i lubilem 2 nimi spe




THEY SAID

| regret my daughter is already too big to
read her fairy tales, because | have no
doubt that Hector's story would be our
favourite!

Anna Samusionek, actress & mother

The story of Hector and his friends is read in one

breath. | am fascinated by the way this dog is shown, This is a beautiful,

the world of his imagination as if it is so simple a

obvious, yet it forces you to reflect. | really like the dog named Hector, whose

reference to the war in such a veiled way, God,
ordinary and simple good or an attempt to expla
why we sometimes encounter bad things.

Aneta Marczewska, teacher & mum of 2 old

It raises thought-provoking questions — often quite challenging
— that children can ask themselves as they join Hector on his
journey. Through a dog’s eyes, they discover that life has both
its ups and downs, but through determination and love,
everything will be fine.

Amy Smith, dog lover & behaviourist

| would recommend this book to any

other child who is as dog mad as me!

Georgia Craddock, age 9 | read the story together with
my daughter. | expected a simple
story about the animals and
their life. But we were involved
in a dramatic and touching flow
of events. It was hard to stop
reading,

Eugenia Orlova & daughter
Kristina, age 6

nd educational story about a

history after the first chapter

in of the book shows that the
dog world is not so different
from ours.

Souvik Chowdhury, father
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'NEVER TRUST
ANYONE WHOSE TV IS
BIGGER THAN THEIR
BOOKSHELF’




BUT WHAT IS IT REALLY ABOUT?

® Education is the key to everything. An educated society is a better society.
® Developing empathy and respect for animals from an early age.

® There should be no taboos in children's literature.

® An open and close dialogue between a parent or a teacher and a child has a positive
effect on their development.

® Reading makes us think and feel in new and different ways.

® Awakened imagination is the greatest magic.




Hector, A Dog’s Story is punctuated with the joys and
sadness's of life, his gentle and questioning nature
throughout the narrative helps readers explore his

experiences and reflect along with him as they happen.

It is a great tool for gentle exploration of difficult themes
through a third party as well as being a heart-warming tale.

At Westminster Children’s University we have seen first-
hand the children's reactions to the story and the self-
reflective comments it has elicited .

The children have universally enjoyed and engaged with
Hector and his journey. We offer dog mentoring alongside
the workshops and book and find the text to be a
complimentary tool in the mentoring process. A great way
to explore themes and promote empathy for our amazing
furry friend and others.

Stella Wilson, Queen’s Park Primary, Manager of
Westminster Children’s University




WORKSHOPS WITH CHILDREN
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Goal: Developing empathy ?
among children

Timing: 45 — 60 min

Cost: Free of charge
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www.hectorandfriends.com



